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VIGILANCE, KNOWLEDGE, AND C OMP ASS ION  

Congratulations Professor Jason Lowe for an outstanding nomination and 

recognition as 2009 Pennsylvania Association Nurse Anesthetist Didactic 

Instructor of the Year. It is an honor to have Professor Lowe as an  instructor at York 

College of Pennsylvania/WellSpan Health Nurse Anesthetist Program. He teaches 

Chemistry & Physics, Technology & Techniques, and Anesthesia Principles to  first year 

students. In addition, he is instrumental in the clinical education of all nurse anesthesia 

students. He has personally initiated and visited every new and existing clinical site 

throughout central Pennsylvania and Maryland. We are proud of Professor Loweôs 

desire to pursue a Ph.D. education at Virginia Commonwealth University. As an 

amazing role model, Professor Lowe sets the bar high in didactic and clinical settings for 

us and himself. Congratulations!  

Congratulations!!!  

Congratulations to Robin Crowley for her outstanding recognition as the first annual recipient of the Hazel P. Currier 

Memorial Award. Robin was chosen for this award because her clinical practice, academic work, and community service best 

exemplifies the program motto of Vigilance, Knowledge and Compassion. Robin was awarded a check for $500 and an inscription 

of her name on a plaque to be displayed in the school.  

Ms. Currier was a remarkable figure who served as President of the American Association of Nurse Anesthetists (AANA) in 1967. 

Ms. Currier was in attendance at the very first AANA Annual Meeting in Milwaukee in 1933 and missed very few during her 

lifespan. She was a recipient of the prestigious Agatha Hodgins Award in 1993. We are very grateful for this generous award that 

was donated at Ms. Currierôs request to the York Health Foundation.  

First Annual Hazel P. Currier Memorial Award!!!  

First Annual Program Directorôs Award!!! 

First Annual Directorôs Clinical Excellence Award!!! 

Congratulations to Jo Ann Bair for her outstanding recognition as the first annual recipient of the Program Directorôs 

Award. Jo Ann, you have out done yourself for years!! Without Jo Ann, the York College 

of Pennsylvania/WellSpan Health nurse anesthesia program would not be what it is today. 

Jo Ann has played a large part in our success, progress, and organization. She has gone 

above and beyond in her service to the students and faculty. We have been fortunate that 

Jo Ann has been with the program since its inception. It was an honor to award Jo Ann 

with the first annual Program Directorôs Award for her service and dedication to our 

program. Thank you very much! We would not be where we are today without you.   

Congratulations to Holly Maley for her outstanding recognition as Dr. Haasô first annual recipient of the Directorôs Clinical 

Excellence Award. During the first annual graduate recognition dinner, Dr. Haas acknowledged Hollyôs exceptional clinical 

performance. Throughout Hollyôs clinical education many clinical instructors recognized her exceptional performance with phone 

calls and letters to Dr. Haas and Professor Lowe. Dr. Haas recognized that these phone calls and letters far exceeded other 

students within the program. Like all graduates of the class of 2009, Holly well represented the York College of Pennsylvania/

WellSpan Health Nurse Anesthesia Program as the first students at all the clinical sites. Congratulations Holly Maley for going 

above and beyond!!  
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Congratulations Class of 2010 Seniors!!!  

Congratulations to Brandy Little, Gary Paul and Lauren Penn! You are officially the 

second set of seniors of York College of Pennsylvania/WellSpan Health Nurse Anesthetist 

Program. Your outstanding clinical excellence has promoted you to senior status. What an 

honor to be recognized not only by your didactic professors but by clinical professors for 

all your hard work and dedication. Gary Paul has had the opportunity to excel at 

Johnstownôs Conemaugh Memorial Hospital, with an invitation and sponsorship at the 

Regional Conference in April. Lauren Penn is looking forward to an out rotation at 

Washington County Hospital in Hagerstown, Maryland. Brandy Littleôs out rotation 

experience at Hanover Hospital has been invaluable. Thank you very much to our clinical 

staff for your continual guidance and support. 

Special Graduation Edition  



What an invitation and honor! Students who have spent clinical time at 

Conemaugh Memorial Hospital in Johnstown, Pennsylvania, were honored to 

be invited to the Johnstown Regional Anesthesia Conference sponsored by the 

anesthesiologists. SRNAs who participated in this valuable learning experience 

were Robin Crowley, Jennifer Barr, Patti Vodila, and Gary Paul. The one day 

conference included hands-on ultrasound experience. Students utilized two 

different ultrasound machines on live models to learn techniques of visualizing 

nerves and vascular anatomy. Other learning opportunities throughout the day 

included regional procedures on cadavers. Students benefited from learning 

regional techniques including cervical plexus, brachial plexus, axillary, thoracic, 

femoral, and lumbar plexus blocks. 

Dr. Richard Haas and Junior Ashley Fedan attended the national AANA Assembly School of Faculty Conference in 

February of 2009. Ashley Fedan was selected as one of the honored students AANA sponsored in attendance at Assembly School 

of Faculty. Often referred to as the ñmeeting of the minds,ò Assembly School of Faculty is comprised of highly intellectual meetings 

and lectures. Hot topics this year included the implementation of the DNP in the near future and format changes to the board 

certification exams. In addition, the AANA wellness program continues to develop and grow to address professional addiction within 

the profession. Dr. Haas is looking forward for more student attendance in the future. 

Assembly School of Faculty  

Johnstown Regional Anesthesia Conference  

Allegheny Anesthetist Spring Conference  

Congratulations to Ashley Fedan and Brandy Little for excellent student 

presentations. Ashley Fedan won first prize for her presentation on drug eluding 

stents. Wow! Not only was Ashley recognized in an auditorium full of Nurse Anesthesia 

Directors, CRNAs, and SRNAsé she received a cash prize of $750!! Congratulations 

to Brandy Littleôs groundbreaking presentation and research on toxic mentoring.  

Additionally, Brandy has recently received IRB approval to conduct the toxic mentoring 

research on a national level. Dr. Richard 

Haas also delivered an excellent 

presentation which kicked off the 

morning with a small research 

experiment done by novices Sarah 

Canero and Katie Sullivan. The jerk store 

presentation was well received with laughter and audience participation.  

Thank you Allegheny Anesthetist for inviting York College of Pennsylvania/WellSpan 

Health to participate and attend such an intellectual and stimulating conference. 

Allegheny Anesthetist is a well attended conference including five nurse anesthesia 

programs. The majority of York College of Pennsylvania/WellSpan Health novices and 

juniors attended and enjoyed the intellectual lectures. Novice students are looking 

forward to attending next year and even preparing for presenting in the future.  

Brandy Little, Dr. Richard Haas, Ashley Fedan 
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Hally Heilman, Lauren Penn, Kelsey Johson, Ashley 

Fedan, and Brandy Little at Allegheny Anesthetist 

Conference 

Getting to know the York College of Pennsylvania/Wellspan Health Class of 2012! Dr. Richard 

Haas, Dr. Lynn Warner, Dr. Jackie Harrington, and Jo Ann Bair welcomed the incoming class at a 

luncheon at the Roosevelt Tavern on an April afternoon. What a great opportunity to get to know each 

other prior to starting classes! In addition, the soon to be novices were greeted by current student and 

future mentor Tony Frank. Tony welcomed the students in preparation for the August orientation. The 

directors, Jo Ann, Tony Frank, and Katie Sullivan had the opportunity to enjoy lunch with the incoming 

novices and answered any questions regarding the start of their first year.  

We look forward to seeing the Class of 2012 at future Friday Forums, the summer picnic, and in the fall.   

Incoming Class Luncheon  
Robin Crowley, Jennifer Barr, Patti Vodila 



Congratulations to PANA Student Representative Lauren Penn for all of her 

dedication and strong work during this yearôs Pennsylvania Spring 

Symposium. PANA Spring Symposium was well attended by students and 

faculty alike with fascinating lectures and activities. Thursday night was kicked 

off with the enthusiastic lectures by Judy Haluka. Students were pleased to have 

the opportunity to renew ACLS, BLS, and PALS. Friday morning was off to a 

great start with AANA President Jackie Rowles and AANA Region VI Director 

Ronald Castaldo. Discussions included patient safety and AANA updates. Later 

Friday evening Brandy Little and Marie DeFrancesco-Loukas presented toxic 

mentoring. The conference room was packed and discussion was well received. 

Saturday included the PANA business meeting and Laurenôs presentation of 

student and faculty awards. As previously mentioned, Professor Jason Lowe was 

announced PANA Didactic Instructor of the Year.   

Special recognition to Lauren Penn for her time and effort. With Laurenôs hard 

work and dedication the weekendôs events appeared nearly seamless. Lauren 

organized and managed the registration desk throughout the weekend with ease. 

It was Laurenôs duty to recruit student volunteers and ensure the registration desk 

was manned at all times. Lauren was also responsible for scheduling student 

announcers for presenters. Lauren is responsible for a lot of behind the scene 

work in addition to the first annual PANA College Bowl. Thank you very much for 

all your hard work! 

PANA Spring Symposium  

First Annual PANA College Bowl!!!  

Congratulations to Holly Maley, Jennifer 

Barr, and Kelsey Johnson for their 

excellent performance during the first 

annual PANA College Bowl!!! Holly, Jennifer, and Kelsey were assets to the student teams and 

well represented York College of Pennsylvania/WellSpan 

Health Nurse Anesthetist Program. Congrats to Holly Maley 

for being an active member of the winning student team, 

strong work!! Holly, Jennifer, and Kelsey answered several 

questions, blew their kazoos, and showed a lot of Yorkie 

enthusiasm! Thank you for your effort. 

Great job Lauren Penn!! Your hard work and dedication paid 

off again. Lauren worked very hard to recruit team members, 

judges, and participants. Lauren appreciated all the 

assistance from her student board members, including 

Ashley Fedan and Katie Sullivan. We are looking forward to 

the second annual College Bowl and your participation in 

order to continue this fun event!! Who wants to be in the 2nd 

annual PANA College Bowl? 

Pictured with PANA President Joe DôAmico, Professor 

Lowe wins PANA Didactic Instructor of the Year 

Clinical Coordinator of AAY George Haritos with 

SRNAs of YCP/WellSpan Health. 

PANA Student Representative Lauren 

Penn organized the first annual 2009 PANA 

College Bowl 
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Winning SRNA Holly Maley competed against CRNAs 

Mitch Oblak, Mike Conti, and Mike Kinslow. 

Holly Maley strives to take the 

championship!! 


